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Firstly I am pleased to tell you the Civic Trust is still here and working hard. Due to Covid the AGM was
held on line and the Committee is in place and working for you. We have been meeting by Zoom every
two weeks. Work has included preparations for the Gostic Memorial Mosaic opening and the Trust's
Building Restoration Awards.
Sleaford without the River Slea is almost
unimaginable. The town river was nearly lost back
in the 1980’s due to water abstraction and
neglect. Indeed there was one view that it should
be made into a road!
Les Gostick along with Harry Gregson led a vigorous
campaign to persuade the Water Board to sink a
new water borehole around 1992 to ensure a
continuous water supply in to the river. This saved
the river.
Over the last 10 years the Civic Trust has explored
many schemes to create a lasting memorial to Les.
These have included a reduced scale human statue
raising his hat, then a pavement mosaic, a mosaic on
raised plinth. Now with much support from NCCD;
Sleaford Museum; the Town Council and Carre
Heritage, we commissioned the MosArt team who
have created a wonderful mosaic now mounted in a
prominent position on the front wall of the Sleaford
Museum.
At the final lap – the planned formal unveiling set for
Friday 6th November had to be cancelled due to the
new Covid Lockdown. The committee acted rapidly
and arranged a “virtual unveiling” by the Mayor –
Tony Brand on Sunday 31st October. This was
captured on Video and photos, some of which are in
this newsletter. To recognise the work of Les
Gostick, it is planned to hold a Gosticks of Sleaford
show next year. These late changes were supported
by the Gostick family who have made a very
generous financial contribution to the project.
Les Gostick and his family were in the Town for very
many years. Leaving Carres School he joined the
GPO and rose to being Post Master. Living in Jermyn
Street he became very involved in town activities.
Always to be seen in the town and well known by
raising his hat in greeting. Alas no family are in the
Town now, but his son Jim Gostick keeps in touch
with us.

Civic Trust Awards
This year the Trust have chosen two building projects for the Building Restoration Awards both to NKDC.
The Quarrington School built in 1867- which following closure in 2002 has been carefully restored and
converted into housing by NKDC.
The Newfield Road Estate - which built back in 1919 was now very dated. The new scheme welcomed by
the residents also allowed additional housing to be added to the area.
Civic Trust Plaques were to be awarded to senior members of North Kesteven District Council and the
project leaders on Thursday 5th November. However, here as well the current Lockdown prevented this
taking place. The handover of the award plaques will be re-arranged for next year
Civic Trust Mess of the Year
You will have seen the road safety railing round the town are in a very poor state. The Trust have
declared these as the Mess of the Year, and having raised it to the very top level of LCC, are actively
chasing the repairs through to completion.

The ponderings of the Civic Trust's Secretary working under lockdown
I’ve been dragged kicking and screaming into using new technology and its certainly been a test of my
shorthand skills having to take Minutes via Zoom and from faces talking on a computer screen!! Events
have been arranged and had to be hurriedly cancelled via email when the country went into the second
lockdown - then hastily rearranged again at short notice but in a different format. You could say that it
has all been “character building” but to be honest, I’m not sure that I need my character to be built in
this way again! When all this is in the past and we are able to get back to some sort of normality, I shall
so appreciate the return to proper meetings and being able actually talk face to face with the
Committee once again. We can hopefully, look forward to organising more Members' social events too our ideas had to be put on ice way back in March but they’re still there to be pulled out of the hat when
needed. Something to focus on that’s for sure.
Corporate Members
We are very pleased that in the first year of offering corporate membership the following five have taken
this up, Ringrose Law; Turnbulls; Carre Herritage; Hodgson Brothers and Duncan & Toplis. The executive
would be happy to receive suggestions of any others who could be approached in 2021.
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